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SIX HEW AREAS ATD B0.000 ACRES T9 BIRKD REFUGCES

Six new areas in five StaSes have acded more tharn 85,000 acres to the
Fedeal system of bird refuges within the last O months, says the U. S. Biological
Survey.

They are the Lacassine Migratory Wateriowl Refuge in Louigciara; Aransas
Migratory Woterfowl Refuge in Texas; Huaron Mieratory Biid leruge in Michigan; the
Black Coulee and ths Hewitt Luke Migravery Waterfowl Rafuges in Montana; and Pea
Island Migratory Waterfowl Zsfuge in Noirth Carolina. 4&n addition of 10,544 acres
has also been made to ths Lowér Souris Misratory Watericwl Refuge in North Dokota.

The new refuges lie elong iwpertent flyways. They add now dresding grounds
in the north, stopping and resting points at strutegic points and, on the Gulf of
Mexico, places wiere migratory birds and waterfowl mey find additional safe winter
grounds that are under the supervision of the Biological Survey.

All have been established as refuges by Executive orders of President
Roosevelt.

The Lacassine Refuze iz a 21,1l20~acre ares in Cameron Parish, wesbern
Louisiana, near the Gulf. It eabraces a marshy tract that serves as & wintering
place for waterfowl, other migravory birds, and other wildlife. TFive kinds of
geese~wCanada, Hntchins's, white-fronted, lesser snow, and dlus——wintcr on the
refuge, as do at least 18 spucies of ducks. Rails, gallinules, coots, woodcocks,
and Wilson's snipes are amenz the other common wintering birds. Ivlvous tree ducks,
mottled ducks, and blus~wing=d teals nest thers. Alligators, which have beun
dimirishing rapidly, ave part of the refuge population. liinks, oiters, and

raccoons, native to this section, are cther resident species.
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The Aranszas Refuge, on the southeast coast of Texas, contains 47,215 acres
in Aransas and Refﬁgio fCounties and extends over Black Jacik Peninsula. A narrow
island, serving as a barrier rsef, gsparatss this refuze from ins Gulf of Mexico.
Here ducké winter in great mmboers and pelicans, lerons, and curlews are to Dbe
found. Wild turkeys and deer, as well as otvher wildlife, live within the refuge.
Naturalists of the Biologlcal Survey noted more thut 60 gpecies of birds there
one day last September.

The Huron Refuge consiste of two small islands in Lake Suaperior three miles
north of the Marquette County, Mick., shore line. The area is a haven for gulls
and shorebirds, as well &s for migratory waterfowl, whida use it as a resting spot.

The two new refuges in Montana were both scguired by the Federal Govermment
. through long=tims easements grented by the property owmers. They are within the -
breeding range of many species of waterrowl. In addition to conscrving wildlife,
the areas have other local benefits by conserving water supplies. The Black Coulee
Hefuge consists of 1,160 acres in Blaine County and the Hewitt Leke Refuge of
1,200 acres in Phillips County.

On the eastern coast of Norti Carolina, ths Pea Island Refuge of 5,846-
acres is a part of the long barrier reef lying ecst of the coast aid gseparating
Pamlico Sound from the Atlantic Ocean. It liss ou tis atlantic flyway for wabter—
fowl and other migratory birds. Snow geese, brant, redhead duclks, and thousands
of Canada geese winter here,

Food is abundant on and around this low, sandy stretch, and fresh water
pools on the island afford attractive places for dertain species of ducks. 3Black
ducks, black skimmers, terns, and laughing gulls nest at Pea Island, and many
species stop here in thieir migratory rlights.

The great expanse of beach mekes it a favorite cpot for shore tirds and the
advantages of Pamlico Sound, a shallow body of water, abtract wading birds and

waterfowl,
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